
Whirly-Girls Scholarship Fund, Inc.

International Women Helicopter Pilots

2012 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Do NOT submit this document with your application information. 

This document only contains instructions. 

We are accepting electronic applications this year. You may apply for any five of the scholarships for which you meet the requirements and wish to be considered. In addition to general information, you must provide a separate essay for each scholarship for which you wish to be considered. Details are outlined below.

Due Date: The application files must be emailed no later than October 1, 2011 to wgvpscholarships@whirlygirls.org. If you cannot email, the application must be printed out, completed, and  postmarked no later than October 1, 2011 and mailed to the following address:

Melissa Zizzo

VP Scholarships

Whirly-Girls Scholarship Fund, Inc.

15848 Donner Pass Road #9
Truckee, CA  96161

Winners will be notified by email and are requested to attend the Whirly-Girl Scholarship Awards Banquet at HELI-EXPO in Dallas in February, 2012.

The application consists of separate electronic files broken into the following parts:

File: wg-app-2012-info.doc

Instructions

Do not return this file. It only contains instructions.

File:  wg-app-2012-part1.doc

            Return this file. It contains a number of subsections:

 
Part 1: Checklist


Check each item to be certain that the application is submitted with all required information.

Part 2: Scholarship Selection and Ranking Sheet 

Rank the scholarships you are interested in. You can choose up to five.

Part 3: Personal Information and History

Provide background information.

Part 4: Whirly-Girls Members Only Questions 

All Whirly-Girls should fill out these questions. Women applying for the Whirly-Girls Helicopter Add-On Flight Training Scholarship need not fill out this section.

Part 5. Preliminary Estimate of Flight Training Costs

Complete this section if you are applying for the Whirly-Girls Add-On Flight Training Scholarship, or the Whirly-Girls Memorial Helicopter Flight Training Scholarship. 

Part 6. Remittance Page 

If you are including credit card information in your application, you will also need to sign this page, scan it, and attach it separately. This page will be deleted after receipt if it includes a credit card number. 

Return the files corresponding to the scholarships you are interested in:

Each file must contain your essay discussing why you want the specific scholarship. Please tailor the composition of each application towards meeting your intent, utilization, and career goals, and be sure to indicate how the specific scholarship will help you to achieve your goals.

File: wg-app-2012-mountain.doc

Complete the essay in this file if you are applying for the Advanced Mountain Flight Training Scholarship.

File: wg-app-2012-ditching.doc

Complete the essay in this file if you are applying for the Aircraft Ditching Course Scholarship.

File: wg-app-2012-eurocopter.doc

Complete the essay in this file if you are applying for the American Eurocopter Flight Training Scholarship.

File: wg-app-2012-flightsafety.doc

Complete the essay in this file if you are applying for the Flight Safety International Bell 206 Initial Pilot Scholarship. Flight Safety is looking for Whirly-Girls who are in need of IFR currency or would like to acquire additional knowledge in a full motion simulator.   

File: wg-app-2012-robinson.doc

Complete the essay in this file if you are applying for the Robinson R22/R44 Safety Course Scholarship.

File: wg-app-2012-memorial.doc

Complete the essay in this file if you are applying for the Whirly-Girls Memorial Flight Training Scholarship.

File: wg-app-2012-addon.doc

Complete the essay in this file if you are applying for the Whirly-Girls Helicopter Add-On Flight Training Scholarship.

File: wg-app-2012-nvg.doc

Complete the essay in this file if you are applying for the Aviation Specialties Unlimited Scholarship.

Write a separate essay for each scholarship for which you are applying. All files must be attached separately to your submission email. 

You will also need to provide scanned images of specific documents as listed in the checklist on the following page.

APPLICATION PACKAGE CHECKLIST

Part of succeeding in the professional helicopter industry is carefully reading and following instructions.  The scholarship committee will be reviewing numerous applications, so it is in your best interest to provide the information as requested.  Here is some guidance to help you prepare the application.

The application must be filled out COMPLETELY. If you are unable to email the required files and must mail the application, it must be TYPED, and all the questions on the form must be answered. (Incomplete application packages will be rejected, and the application fee will not be refunded.) 

Note: do not include a resume or anything else not specifically requested in the application. We receive many applications that have extraneous information that cannot be used in the evaluation process. Materials such as tapes, books, flyers, etc. are not sent to evaluators due to time limitations and cost to reproduce and mail. All such items will be discarded.

The listed instructions below assume you can submit electronic copies of the application.

The application package must contain the items listed below.  If the application does not contain the following items, it will be rejected, and your application fee will not be returned.

Electronic files:

1.  You must complete the wg-app-2012-part1.doc file containing your personal information. Make sure to enter your name, email address, and Whirly-Girl number in the yellow area in the header.

2.  Please note that if you are applying for the Whirly-Girls Helicopter Add-On and/or the Memorial Flight Training Scholarship, you must include a completed estimate of flight training for EACH of those two scholarships. Please use the Preliminary Estimate of Flight Training Costs worksheets included within the application document.

3.  You must include an essay file for EACH scholarship for which you are applying as listed on page 2.

4.  You must include three current letters of recommendation from individuals such as employers, friends, flight instructors, or Whirly-Girls that can attest to your experience, qualifications, work history, work ethic, and/or financial need. If you do not have the letters in electronic form (preferably as Adobe PDF files), they can be scanned and attached as described below. Please include these letters with the rest of the application materials; do not send them separately. 

Scanned pages:

Please note: if the images are scanned as black and white documents, and they are legible, the file sizes will be smaller and easier to email. Please scan into Adobe PDF or JPG image files if possible. Files that we cannot view or convert will have to be resubmitted.

5.  You must include clear, legible image(s) of your Pilot Certificate(s) and/or Instructor Certificate(s), and your current Medical Certificate.

6.  A single, non-refundable application fee of US $45.00 is required for up to five scholarships. Payment may be made online on our website using Paypal or credit card:

http://www.whirlygirls.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=83632&orgId=whg

Make sure to enter your Whirly-Girl number so we can attribute the payment to you.

You can also pay by entering your VISA or Master Card number and expiration date on the application. (We cannot accept American Express or Discover Card.) Or you can send a check or Money Order in U.S. currency. Checks should be made out to the Whirly-Girl Scholarship Fund and mailed separately to Melissa Zizzo at the address on the first page of this document.  Make sure to specify the payment is for a scholarship application and enter your    Whirly-Girl number on your check so we can attribute the payment to you. Please scan the check and include it with your other scanned material so we know it's on the way.

7.  IF YOU ARE INCLUDING YOUR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION IN THE APPLICATION, please also scan and sign the completed remittance form (the last page of the 

wg-app-2012-part1.doc application file). This page will be deleted from your application once the payment is processed.

8.  You must also include three current letters of recommendation from individuals such as employers, friends, flight instructors, or Whirly-Girls that can attest to your experience, qualifications, work history, work ethic, and/or financial need. 

9.  Please note: if you are selected for a scholarship, you will be asked to provide a professional picture.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAPER APPLICATIONS 

IF YOU MUST SEND US PAPER APPLICATIONS, REMEMBER: NO STAPLES!! 

Type your responses and make sure to print the application on 8 ½ x 11 pages, or standard paper for your country.  The application must be postmarked no later than October 1, 2011.  It is a good idea to use delivery confirmation to track your package on the computer. Use a large clip to hold each application together. Do not use special folders, clear paper sleeves, notebooks, etc. The pages of the paper applications must be separated so they can be processed. Mail the completed application to            Melissa Zizzo at the address listed on the front page of this document.

SELECTION FACTORS

In evaluating scholarship applications, the judges look for evidence that you have a set goal in mind for the scholarship training, that there is a good probability that you will succeed, that you will go on to reap benefits from your training, and that you are the type of person that someday will share your talents with others. 

Judges look for evidence of the following:

· Goal for the flight training specified. 

· Experience, service to others, and what others have to say about you through your letters of recommendation. 

· Achievements in life, particularly in aviation and the helicopter industry.

· Attitude toward self and others, as shown through the entire application package.

· Neatness, ability to follow instructions, completeness and accuracy of your application.

· Reliability, motivation, and commitment to success as shown through prior employment, jobs and activities, and service to others.

· Dedication to your career as shown through prior employment, especially in the helicopter industry.

· Ability to accept responsibility and teamwork as shown through prior jobs and activities. 

· Financial need.


SCHOLARSHIP RULES

1. Applicants for the Helicopter Add-on Scholarship do not have to be members of the Whirly-Girls.

2. As mentioned above, a non-refundable application fee of US $45 must be paid for each application. See pages 3 and 4 above.

3. Winners will be required to use the scholarship prior to 31 December 2012, must sign a contract, and must abide by all scholarship rules. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Melissa Zizzo, WG #1557, VP Scholarships:  wgvpscholarships@whirlygirls.org
After you have sent your email or mailed your package, you may email Melissa Zizzo after ten days to two weeks to inquire whether or not she Melissa has received it. Thank you. 

	Scholarship Descriptions

	Whirly-Girls Memorial Flight Training Scholarship: This scholarship is provided by the WGSF, Inc., and now combines the Phelan International and Doris Mullen Flight Training Scholarships.  This scholarship provides $6,000 and is given in memory of our founder, Jean and her husband Jim Phelan, along with the memory of Doris Mullen who lost her life in a Fixed Wing accident in 1968. This scholarship provides ANY Whirly-Girl a chance to UPGRADE her current rating. (It is typically applied toward Commercial, Instrument, Instructor, ATP, or Turbine Transition Training).  Requirements: The applicant must be a member in good standing and must have been a member for no less than one year by the time she is awarded the scholarship (February 2012). 

American Eurocopter Flight Training Scholarship: Sponsored by American Eurocopter, this scholarship will give a Whirly-Girl the opportunity to attend an AS350 Turbine Transition Course at the American Eurocopter Factory School in Grand Prairie, Texas, USA. Requirements: The applicant must be a member in good standing and must have been a member for no less than one year by the time she is awarded the scholarship (February 2012).

Robinson Helicopter R22/R44 Safety Course Scholarship: Sponsored by Robinson Helicopter, this scholarship provides a Whirly-Girl currently flying Robinsons the opportunity to attend the Safety Course and build R44 time. Robinson provides this 3-1/2 day course in Torrance, CA, USA, including 5 hours of R44 flight time. The course includes 2-1/2 days of classroom instruction, awareness training, SFAR 73, in the R22 and R44 helicopter systems. One day is devoted to maintenance, pre-flight inspections, and flying with an experienced RHC pilot. The course is open to any rated helicopter pilot who has at least 3 hours in the R22 or R44 helicopter. This course is required by most insurance companies and serves as a CFI refresher. Course valued at $3,000. Requirements: The applicant must be a member in good standing and must have been a member for no less than one year by the time she is awarded the scholarship (February 2012).

Flight Safety International Bell 206 Initial Pilot Scholarship: Sponsored by Flight Safety International, this scholarship is awarded to a Whirly-Girl who possesses at least a Private Pilot Helicopter license and has landing currency in helicopters. This newly created training program includes initial type training, recurrent training, and inadvertent IMC training using the world’s first Bell 206 FAA Level 7 qualified Flight Training Device. This five-day course consists of academic training and six hours in the FTD. Training will be available at Flight Safety’s Helicopter Learning Center of excellence in Lafayette, LA, USA. Course value  $10,000. The applicant must be a member in good standing and must have been a member for no less than one year by the time she is awarded the scholarship (February 2012).

Advanced Mountain Flight Training Scholarship: This scholarship is provided in memory of Keiko Minakata, WG #1339.  The scholarship gives a deserving Whirly-Girl the skills to cope with turbulence, rugged terrain, and landing zone selection in mountainous and canyon areas, with special emphasis placed on decision making.  It also provides the skill needed to fly all sorts of private and commercial helicopter missions that require off-airport landings anywhere in the country, regardless of altitude or terrain.  It’s a real confidence-builder, especially if the pilot has very little experience in off-road operations. It includes a ½ day extensive ground school with 5 hours of flight time.  The pilot taking this course should preferably have 500 Rotorcraft hours and be current in the MD500 series or the Schweitzer/Hughes 300 series, but this is not mandatory. The flight training will be in the MD500. Training will be at Western Helicopters Inc., Rialto, California, USA. Value $5,000 plus. Requirements: The applicant must be a member in good standing and must have been a member for no less than one year by the time she is awarded the scholarship (February 2012).

Aircraft Ditching Course Scholarship: This scholarship is provided by Survival Systems USA and provides a deserving Whirly-Girl the knowledge and skills necessary to react to an aircraft-ditching emergency, care for herself in a sea survival situation, and to participate to the maximum extent in her rescue. The pilot taking this course should have at least a private pilot license and is required to have no physical limitations that would prevent her from participating in strenuous physical training. Training will be at Survival Systems USA in Groton, Connecticut. Requirements: The applicant must be a member in good standing and must have been a member for no less than one year by the time she is awarded the scholarship (February 2012).

Aviation Specialties Unlimited Scholarship

Sponsored by Aviation Specialties Unlimited (ASU), this Night Vision Goggle (NVG) scholarship will be awarded to a career minded Whirly-Girl who needs an initial or a recurrent Night Vision Goggle (NVG) endorsement for a flight position, such as airborne law enforcement and airborne EMS to a variety of government agencies. The NVG course will go to a Whirly-Girl that possesses the following prerequisites: Commercial Rotorcraft Rating and Instrument Rotorcraft Rating, Current Class II Medical, 500 PIC flight hours in Rotorcraft or more, Turbine transition (preferable BH-206). The selected applicant will receive 8 hours of academic training and 5 hours of turbine instruction. The value of this scholarship opportunity is $7,000. Training will be conducted at Gowen Field Airport, Boise, Idaho, USA. Requirements: The scholarship will be provided to a member in good standing who has been a member for no less than one year by the time she is awarded the scholarship (February 2012).

Whirly-Girls Helicopter Add-on Fight Training Scholarship. 

FOR FEMALE PILOTS RATED IN AIRCRAFT OTHER THAN HELICOPTERS. This scholarship, funded by the WGSF.  It provides $6,000 to assist a certificated female pilot who does not currently have a helicopter rating in earning her add-on helicopter rating. Applicant will be evaluated for evidence of intent to work in the helicopter industry.
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